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Welcome to Our Webinar!
While waiting for the presentation to begin, please read the following reminders:

• The presentation will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. Pacific Time

• If you are experiencing technical difficulties, email sarah@allianceforhope.com

• To LISTEN to the presentation on your phone, dial +1 (562) 247-8422        

• Access Code: 318-575-754 or listen on your computer speakers

• Attendees will be muted throughout the presentation

• To send questions to the presenter during presentation:

• Click on “Questions” in the toolbar (top right corner)

• Type your comments & send to presenter

• There will be a Q & A session at the end of the presentation.

• The presentation will be recorded & sent to all attendees via email Dropbox Link.

• Please complete the evaluation at the end of the presentation. We value your input.  

mailto:sarah@allianceforhope.com
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Thank You to Our Sponsor

The Office on Violence Against Women

This project is supported all or in part by Grant No. 2014-TA-AX-K058 awarded by the Office on Violence 

Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations 

expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.



www.allianceforhope.com CREATING PATHWAYS TO HOPE

Your Host:

Casey Gwinn, Esq 

President

Alliance for HOPE International 
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The Why & the How 

• Order online today: www.familyjusticecenter.org

http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/
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Available at www.familyjusticecenter.org or 

www.amazon.com

http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/
http://www.amazon.com/
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It’s easy to join our mailing list!

Just send your email address by text message: 

Message and data rates may apply. 

Text 

hopegiver

To 22828 to get 

started. 
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Follow Us Online

@iam4hope

@familyjustice

allianceforhope.com

strangulationtraininginstitute.com

familyjusticecenter.com

camphopeamerica.com
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Alliance for HOPE Team
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Next Advanced Strangulation Course

February 14-17 in San Diego, CA
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Your presenter today:

Kelly Dunne 

Chief of Operations

Domestic Violence High Risk Team Model 

Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center, Inc.
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UTILIZING THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

HIGH RISK TEAM MODEL

Kelly Dunne, Chief of Operations
Domestic Violence High Risk Team Model 
Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center, Inc.



© 2016 Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center, Inc. All rights reserved.

The contents of this presentation may not be reproduced or 

duplicated in any manner without express written permission of 

Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center, Inc.

This project was supported by Grant No. 2014-TA-AX-K032 

awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 

Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and 

recommendations expressed in this 

publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do 

not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, 

Office on Violence Against Women.



Domestic Violence High Risk Team Model



AMESBURY, MASSACHUSETTS



BUILDS ON ASPECTS OF

 Coordinated Community Response

 Fatality Review

 Family Justice Center



THE CATALYST





DECISIONS ARE ONLY AS GOOD 

AS THE INFORMATION WE HAVE 

TO BASE THEM ON. 



GAPS IN OUR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

RESPONSE SYSTEM AT THE TIME OF 

DOROTHY’S HOMICIDE:



RESEARCH FOUNDATION

o The escalation of DV to a lethal level follows an identifiable pattern, with identifiable 

indicators.” 1

o Victims are most at risk of homicide from a batterer when leaving or engaging in legal 

separation.  The most dangerous time is within the first year of leaving, and more 

precisely within the first three months .2

o “ In the [intimate partner] femicide study, the majority of victims or perpetrators (up to 

83%) or both had contact with criminal justice, victim assistance, and/or health care 

agencies in the year prior to the homicide..... This indicates opportunities for prevention 

by identification of women at risk and appropriate intervention.” 3

o Of victims who have been killed by an intimate partner, only 4% of them had ever availed 

themselves of the services of a domestic violence service provider. 4



RISK ASSESSMENT



INTEGRATION OF RISK ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

INTO DV AGENCIES AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

24



WHICH RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL?

25



FOR ADVOCATES:

• Administered by advocates & clinicians

• IP homicide & near-lethal assault

• 20 questions

• Weighted scoring

• Requires training & certification

• Requires policy decisions 

DA



• Conducted by Law Enforcement

• IP homidice & near-lethal assault

• 11 questions

• Threshold score & officer override

• Conducted on-scene

• Attaches to police report

• Criminal acts

• Designed for use by DVHRT

• Requires training

• Requires policy

DA-LE

FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT:



GETTING THE RIGHT CASES TO THE TEAM

Chronic 

Offender
High Risk

Offender



Danger Assessment- Law 
Enforcement

Identifies Cases at Highest Risk of 
Homicide/Near-lethal assault

Immediate Risk 
Management

Victim Services Criminal Court

Long Term Risk 
Management

Domestic Violence 
High Risk Team

DVHRT MODEL STRATEGIES

• Coordinates Multiagency 

Response

• Creates and Monitors 

Intervention Plan

• Facilitates Information 

Exchange Across 

Agencies

• Raise Victim’s 

Awareness of Risk

• Outreach by Victim 

Services

• Bail

• Charging



DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HIGH RISK TEAM



DVHRT MEMBERSHIP



DVHRT CASE PRESENTATION



DEVELOPING AN INFORMED

INTERVENTION PLAN THAT IS PROACTIVE

NOT REACTIVE.



DVHRT TEAM MEMBER FUNCTIONS



What the DVHRT does:

 Establish a process for accepting cases during 

meetings and between meetings when necessary.

 Hold regularly scheduled meetings at least monthly 

and take minutes.

 Review cases on a regular basis during meetings and 

provide ongoing case updates between meetings.

 Develop case-specific, individualized intervention 

plans.

 Collect and evaluate data.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM



Primary Goal
HOMICIDE/ 

RE-ASSAULT 
REDUCTION

DVHRT GOALS

Secondary Goal
AUDIT OF 

THE SYSTEM



DOES IT WORK? 



WHAT DO WE HAVE NOW THAT WE DIDN’T 

HAVE THEN? 



DVHRT Requirements:

 The DVHRT is led or co-led by a non-governmental 

domestic violence agency that employs a DVHRT 

Coordinator.

 Core Team membership includes a non-governmental 

domestic violence agency, law enforcement, prosecution, 

probation, a pretrial assessment agency (where applicable), 

parole, and corrections.

 Additional Team partner organizations reflect community 

demographics and needs.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM



TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 

IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS



IS YOUR COMMUNITY READY? 



What is the quality of your current response to 

domestic violence?

DVHRT MODEL OPTIMAL CONDITIONS



DVHRT MODEL OPTIMAL CONDITIONS

Bail Laws – conditions of release

Strangulation statute

Privilege & confidentiality

Firearms 

Court administered risk tools

Criminal justice reform efforts



TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND THE 

IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS



QUESTIONS? 

Please contact 

dvhrt@jeannegeigercrisiscenter.org 

for more information
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The Why & the How 

• Order online today: www.familyjusticecenter.org

http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/
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Available at www.familyjusticecenter.org or 

www.amazon.com

http://www.familyjusticecenter.org/
http://www.amazon.com/
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Next Advanced Strangulation Course

February 14-17 in San Diego, CA
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It’s easy to join our mailing list!

Just send your email address by text message: 

Message and data rates may apply. 

Text 

hopegiver

To 22828 to get 

started. 
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Thank you for joining 

today’s presentation

Alliance for HOPE International

101 W. Broadway, Suite 1770

San Diego, CA 92101

888-511-3522

www.allianceforhope.com

1320 19th NW Suite 401, Washington, DC 20036

1110 Hemphill St. Fort Worth, TX 76104

http://www.allianceforhope.com/

